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Fig.4 A-60 airborne laser weapon
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Research on the Development of Airborne Laser Weapons Against
Hypersonic Weapons

ZHANG Tongxin*, LI Quan
AVIC The First Aircraft Institute, Xi’an 710089, China

Abstract: The military threat of hypersonic weapon to current air defense system, and the potential military value of
airborne laser weapon confronted to the hypersonic weapon were illustrated. Detailed introduction was made on the
technical barriers of airborne laser weapon and the state of the art research progress. It is emphasized that now to
research airborne laser weapon, its weight and size must be decreased, beam control system and aiming and tracking
system in dynamic environments must be researched, special aerodynamic layout must be designed and smart energy
sources management must be established.
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